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California Least Tern

Endangered

9-10ò

Nests in colonies

Dives from air for fish

Parents feed young

Nesting colony can be fenced

Western Snowy Plover

Threatened

5-7ò

Nests in loose colonies or singly

Feeds on invertebrates at wrack line

Parents do not feed young

Nesting area cannot be fenced

Identification



History of the Natural Preserve

Â Established in 1973
Â Location: At the mouth of the Santa Ana 

River at Huntington State Beach

Â 1st fully protected (fenced) Least Tern colony 
in California

Â At that time there were only 600 nesting pairs 
in California

Â As of 2008 there were ~7,400 nesting pairs  
in California

Â The reserve was originally ~1.5 acres

Â Now it is close to 13 acres total



Least Tern Preserve

8.9 acres

Front Yard

3.25 acres



California Least Tern

Â Listed as Endangered in 1970

Â Historically nested along west coast beaches 

from Monterey, CA to southern Baja

Â Currently 5 nesting areas in OC

Â Huntington State Beach Natural Preserve

Â Seal Beach NWR

Â Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve

Â Burris Sand Pit

Â Upper Newport Bay Ecological Reserve



California Least Tern

at the Natural Preserve

ÂSuccess

Â7 pairs nested in the early 1970s

Â445 pairs nested in 2008

ÂDisruptions

ÂPredation and disturbances 

caused variations in breeding 

success, year to year



CA State Parks and the Natural Preserve

Â Maintain the Natural Preserve
Â Non-native plant removal

Â Plant native plants

ÂMaintain fencing

ÂMove sand and remove debris and trash

Â Provide Protection
Â Enforce regulations

Â Predator management

Â Snowy Plover/Least Tern Project
Â Lead Project

Â Provide orientations for Monitors

Â Provide manuals and supplies

ÂWork with USFWS



Current Success of CLTs 

at the Preserve

Â CLT nest counts at the Preserve
Â 2005 ~ 310 nests

Â 2006 ~ 420 nests

Â 2007 ~ 485 nests

Â 2008 ~ 454 nests

Â Actual Production
Â Counting of fledglings is difficult

ÂDisperse quickly

ÂMigratory


